
 

What makes BPL Different? 

*Like primary school, students 

are with their same 

teacher(s)/advisor(s) daily, not 

rotating every 50 minutes.  

Relationships building between 

staff and students is part of our 

DNA. 

 

*Twice daily advisory Viking 

Circles, including restorative 

justice as needed.  Harder to 

bully/harass someone or be 

bullied/harassed when you face 

them daily and share personally 

from a prompt each day.  

 

*LTI:  Students “learn through 

interests”...their interests, 

through research/projects  M, 

W, F and “learning through 

internships” every T/Th. 

 

*Exhibitions of Learning:  

Students demonstrate their 

passions/interests/learning 

through presentations every 12 

weeks before a panel of 

parent/guardians, students, 

internship mentors, BPL 

Advisor(s), and/or community 

members 

Phone:  509-698-8062 

Fax:  509-698-8061 

 

Website:  https://

www.selahschools.org/Domain/12 

 

Email: 

joecoscarart@selahschools.org 

tracyratliff@selahschools.org 

Selah Academy Big Picture 

308 West Naches Ave 

Selah, WA 98942 
  

S e l a h  A ca d em y 
B i g  P i c t ure  

L e ar n i n g  
( G ra d es  9 - 1 2)  

One Student at a Time:  The 
Big Picture Learning (BPL) 
experience is personalized to 
the interests of each student, 
their talents and needs, with 

an advisory group where 
students will set goals and 
create their own learning 

plans, projects, job shadows 
& internships within a small 

group (15 or less) setting. 
 



 

Selah Academy Big  

Picture Learning “ 

Student Perspectives” 

Ellie A—”In the BPL program, students are 
free to explore their creative and professional 
interests. This proves beneficial for students 

who do not perform as well as others in a 
standard school setting. Whether their interests 
tip toward architecture or music, students can 
roam and experiment with the mentorships.” 

Parker W.—”My interests are cars & fire-
fighting. My first interview was at Selah School 
District’s bus shop. Steve is their mechanic. I 
asked questions: how long have you worked 

here and how you got into working on engines? 
After the interview I asked if he would be inter-
ested in hosting a job shadow. He said yes!” 

Michael L.—The BPL program has allowed me 
to learn things that mean something to me. In 
this program, I have learned about electrical 

engineering, military equipment, and chemistry. 
When I learned that there was an area of engi-

neering that required math I did not know, I 
started a math unit online to figure it out. Most 
importantly it has got me interested in coming 
to school to learn what matters to me. I have 
seen how this program has put the spark to 

learn back into many students in this program, 
myself included. 

Bayley J.—I’ve seen a positive change in my 
attitude and how I act when I come to school 
and part of that has to do with my classmates 
and the other part has to do with the teachers. 

Everyone is kind and easy to get along with 
which makes me feel much more confident 

when doing group projects and discussions or 
Viking Circles. The BPL program is like a fami-

ly, everybody looks out for each other and 
wants to see each other succeed.  

Personal Qualities (PQ) 
“What do I bring to this process?” This goal is 
to be the best you can be: to demonstrate 
respect, responsibility, organization, leader-
ship, and to reflect on your abilities and strive 
for improvement.  

Communication (COM) 
“How do I take in and express ideas?” This 
goal is to be a great communicator: to under-
stand your audience, to write, to read, to 
speak and listen well, to use technology and 
artistic expression to communicate, and to be 
exposed to another language(s).  

Quantitative Reasoning (QR) 
“How do I measure, compare, or represent a 
system?” This goal is to think like a mathe-
matician: to appreciate relationships and pat-
terns in numbers, to analyze uncertainty, to 
comprehend the properties of shapes and 
graphs, and to study change over time.  

Empirical Reasoning (ER) 
"How do I prove/disprove it?" This goal is to 
think like a scientist or engineer: to use em-
pirical evidence, numerical or qualitative data 
from your own or others' observations, and 
logical processes to make decisions, evalu-
ate hypotheses, and develop informed con-
clusions. It need not reflect specific scientific 
content, but may also incorporate ideas from 
a range of disciplines within the four major 
branches of science:  Mathematics/Logic 
(including Computer Science), Biological, 
Physical, and/or Social Sciences.  

Social Reasoning (SR) 
“What are other people’s perspectives on this 
issue?” This goal is to think like a social sci-
entist, historian, or anthropologist and to ap-
ply an understanding of social and historical 
patterns to thinking about current political, 
social, ethical, economic, and cultural issues.  


